Pelvic floor function/dysfunction and electrodiagnostic evaluation.
The pelvic floor provides support for the bladder, rectum, and genital systems, as well as proper positioning and orientation of the urethral and anal sphincters. Impairment may result in prolapse, urinary and fecal incontinence, and sexual dysfunction. The impact is enormous in terms of personal, social, and financial burden. Pertinent anatomy is presented, followed by an overview of available electrodiagnostic techniques and a description of pudendal nerve conduction studies, sacral reflex testing and selected electromyographic techniques. Clinical applications are discussed throughout the text and the need for further research is addressed.